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mast in all cases send stamps for that purpose.

Monroe and McKinley Say No! to
the Hon. John Hay.

The reported delimitation of the Alaskan
houndary above Chilkat is a *' compromise
line,” that is to say, a line transferring to
Canada territory which this Government
has claimed and held for thirty years under
the title derived from Russia.

The size of the strip which it is proposed
to yleld s not a matter of much conse-
quence. As a matter of fact perhaps from
tweive to fifteen hundred square miles are
included.

Nor does it make a great difference that
the line is described as temporary and pro-
visional. It will be regarded everywhere
as a preparation for formal ceseion here-
after.

Fuller explanations than have yet been
vouchsafed by the State Department are
desirable,

We conslder it a duty to inform Secretary
HaY that American sentiment 1s not likely
to tolerate compromise lines that mark off
toany European Power, however friendly
we may be to that Power, any portion of
American territory.

The Monroe Doctrine forbids. The plat-
form of the Republican party forbids. Mr.
HaTY's chief, WirL1AM McKINLEY. forbids.

That ought to be enough, any personal
arrangement hetween Mr. Hay and Lord
PAUNCEFOTE to the contrary notwith-
standing.

Sincerity and Sagacity.

The sincerity and sagacity of the move-
ment of Gold Democrata started at Indlan-
apolis in 1808 are made manifest in the
resolutions adopted at the same town on
Wednesday by the National Committea
representing it.

That Democratic movement was organ-
fzed four years ago for the single purpose
of assisting in warding off the peril of sil-
veriem from the country and rescuing the
Democratic party from Bryanism. At
that time a distinet ticket representing {ta
purpose and prineciple was deemed advis-
able. The ticket of Gen. Patmer and
(ven. BUCKNER was put up to help to
defeat Bryan and the Chicago platform,
It was feared that withont it Gold Demo-
crats would be tempted by ingrained hos-
tility to Republicanism to vote for a silver
candidate nominally Democratic.

The election of 1888 proved, however,
that that fear was not justified. The Palmer
and Buckner ticket recelved only 133,000
votes in the whole Union, though among
the more than seven million voters for
President McKINLEY were probably ten
times a8 many Democrats. The election
of 1898, therefore, demonstrated that a sepa-
rate Democratic ticket to represent that
1 volt is now unnecessary when the same
issue has been made at Kansas City. Since
that convention, too, the discerning direc-
tors of the Indianapolis movement have
discoverad from examinations of the polit-
{ecal situation in the Western States, mora
especially, that such a ticket would tend
rather to imperil the accomplishment of
the one ohject they have in view, namely,
the defeat of Bryanism,

Accordingly, the resolutions adopted at
Indlanapolis on Wednesday go no further
than to recommend to the State Committees
of tha National Democratic party to pre-
serve their organization and leave to their
followers the adoption of the most effective
practical means of accomplishing that end,
with the warning "not to be deceived
by the plea that the money question has
been settled,” a plea which {8 flatly con-
tradicted by “the specific reiteration of
the free coinage of silver at the ratio of
18 to 1" by the Kansas City Convention,

This decision {8 no less sagacious in a
partisan sensa than it {8 sound in morals.
Nothing was made more manifest at
Kansas City than that the defeat of BRYaN
A second time is necessary to assure the
resuscitation of the Democratie party; that,
with him thus out of the way, the political
sanity of the party will have it only chance
to reeume control of the organization.

That the Indianapolis committea repre-
gents in these views the conviction and
political sagacity of the great body of
Gold Democrats in everr State is very
apparent. They could not be seduced
into an “anti-imperialistic”® fusion, which
would endanger the gold standard by
dividing the opposition to Bryanism, or to
the enemy that first of all must be beaten
before there can be any resumption of
normal political division in this Republic,

Rear Admiral Kempfr,

There are heroes who sail In, and there
are heroea who keep out: and the courage
of self-restraint under extraordinary temp-
tation Is perhaps not the lesser or the com-
moner form of heroism.

Since DEwEY entered Manila Bay no naval
commander in our service has been called
upon to decide a more momentous ques-
tion than that which Rear Admiral Lors
Kemprr decided on his unaided judgment
on June 18 before the forts at Takun. He
had been invited and expected to join the
European commanders in the attack on
the Chinesa works at the mouth of the
Petho River. FEvery professional and
national and humanly natural impulse
urged him to take a hand in the bombard-
ment. The circumstances of the emer-
gency seemed to justify him In cooperating
with the ships of the other nations. Kemprrr
turned the matter over in his level head
and declined to fire on the Chinese flag.
The other commanders went ahead.

We have already referred more than
once to the now obvious consequences of
that stupendous blunder of the alliad naval
forces in the Gulf of Pe-chi-li. The sequel
at Pekin and elsewhere throughout China
has shown that instead of promoting the
safety of the foreigners in China, then
menaced only by the Boxer movement, it
multiplied their perils. It turned all the
unstable elements of the population in
the direction in which the rioters were
proceeding. It exasperated the (Govern-
ment, the army and the people, and united
all parties in a common hostility and
in joint resistance. It precipitated the

)

attack on the legations in Pekin. It proba-
bly prevented the successful advance of
the first relief expedition beyond Tientsin.
It built a wall of hatred and desperation
between the beleaguered diplomatists and
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the Powers or delay in actlion, come
through the central station where SHENG
SuaN Hwar holds the key.

If it now becomes clear that fraud
was employed in the use of an old in-

missionaries and those who would rescue tercepted cipher despatch from Mr. CoN-

them. If an awful fate has in fact be-
fallen the Americans and Furopeans and
Japanese in Pekin, the signal for it was
given by the guns of their friends and
compatriots. 1f the Chinese Government
has any color of right and justice In its
case at this time, it was afforded by the
act of unnecessary folly in which Admiral
Kexmprr refused to participate,

More than that, if the consistent policy
of the United States in China for the past
fifty years, and the crystal clear declara-
tion of it by President McKINLEY'S Ad-
ministration, give us especial power In our
dealings with China under present and
future circumstances to serve the cause of
civilization and peace, the advantages
of this position were preserved for us by
Kemprr. He could have destroyed them
at Taku if he had cared more for a pretty
fight than he cared for consequences or
his duty to his Government.

We do not know how much of a statesman
and diplomat this American sailor {s, but
we do know that at least once he saw clearly
a long way ahead through the fog that
bafed his foreign colleagues’ vision. He
can well afford to remember now the publio
criticism to which he was at first subjected,
here and abroad, for supposed sluggish-
ness of temperament, or lack of true naval
spirit, or timidity in the face of unac-
customed responsibilities.

And we are glad that the importance and
significance of his masterly aloofness at
Taku on June 18 {8 fully and generously
recognized at Washington, where his modest
report of a great achievement has just been
received.

Sheng at the Switchboard.

Several days must elapse before results,
either positive or negative, can be expected
from Mr. HaY's second attempt to ascer-
tain through Minister Wu's correspondents
in China whether Mr. CoNGER and his com-
panions are living or dead. The first test,
undertaken on July 11 or thereaboutsat Mr,
Har's suggestion, unfortunately neglected
the ordinary precautions against deception
or an inconclusive reply. Of course, there
has been no repetition of the radical error
and unaccountable blunder which deprived
the preceding experiment of any value and
prolonged for fron ten days to a fortnight
the mystery enfolding the fateof our people
in Pekin.

Meanwhile the mystery may be cleared
by news coming through other channels
than those employed by Mr. Wu, So far as
is known at the present writing, all trust-
worthy intelligence from Pekin ends on
July 4. It was on that day that Sir
Cravpe M. MacpoNalp sent the authen-
tic message recelved at Tientsin on
July 20. It was also on July 4 that Mr,
Coxaen wrote and sent the letter that
reached Tientsin on July 21, a day behind
the British Minister's messenger. The let-
ter from Mr. CONGER is beyond question
authentic; and as it is merely a fuller ver-
sion of the cipher despatch produced at the
State Department by Wuv and at first ac-
cepted by Mr. Hav as genuine and of the
18th, the probability is strong that the
cipher despatch, too, was written by Mr.
Coxager on the Fourth of July.

Thera are thus two courses which news
has been taking on its way to us from Pekin.
All the intelligence that we have received,
whether true or false, divides itself into
these two classes:

1. That which has come by secret mes-
genger through the lines of leaguer at the
British Legation, out of the turbulence of
Pekin, across the seventy-five miles or so to
Tientsin, and into the lines of the allied
forces. The difficulty and uncertainty of
this method of communication {s illustrated
by the fact that the most urgent messages
coming that way have occupied sixteen or
seventeen days in transit,

2. That which passes through the hands
of the men now ruling Pekin, whoever
they may be, then by wire or postal runner
into the possession of SHENG, Director of
Chinese Railroads and Telegraphs,and from
him to the supposedly more or less friendly
Governor of Shantung, or to the Taotai of
Shanghal, and by cableto Mr. Wi at Wash -
ington, and thence to the Chinese Ministers
at the several capitals of Furope. Transit by
this route is comparatively rapid, or it is
pretended that such is the case, In the
matter of the Conger despatch the alleged
time from the Taotai of Shanghai to the
Tsung-li-Yamen at Pekin, and from the
Tsung-li-Yamen back to the Taotai of
Shanghai, was only eight or nine days, in-
cluding the delay at Pekin; let us say four
days each way. The time of the alleged
imperial decree of July 18, announcing
safety and protection of the Ministers and
intention to punish the murderers of Baron
voN KETTELER was four days from Pekin to
America and Europe. The alleged appeal
of KwaANG-8U to President McKINLEY was
likewise only four days hetween Pekin and
Washington ria Shanghai, as against the
sixteen or seventeen days required for
messages from Pekin via Tientsin,

Now, a still more important distinction
than that of comparative time of transit
separates the news by way of Tientsin from
the news by way of Shanghai. All the re-
cent intelligence from Pekin that is known
to be authentic has reached Tientsin, not
Shanghai, Sir RoBERT HART'S last message
came that way. So did Baron Nisu1's of
June 20. 8o did Sir CLAUDE MACDONALD'S of
July 4. Sodid Mr. CoNGer's of July4. And
all the genuine messages have uniformly
represented the situation at Pekin as one of
imminent peril for the foreigners, anarchy
in the city, and inability or failure of the
legitimate Government to protect,

On the other hand, all the false news, the
self-contradictory statements, the pleces of
mystiflcation, have proceeded from Shang-
hal as the point of alleged reception from
Pekin and transmission by cable, We are
not speaking merely of the achievements

of yellow journalism at that point.
Shanghai has ocome to be recognized
as the headquarters of one of the

worst gangs of persistent, reckless and
unabashed llars for sensational news-
paper purposes ever organized anywhere in
the world. But what we have in mind at
present is the series of ostensibly official
communications from the Imperial Gov-
ernment of China, the assurances of the
Ministers’ safety, the repeated declara-
tions of benevolent intentions, the assevera-
tions that a responsible Government
controls affairs at Pekin, the asser-
tions, through the Tsung-li-Yamen, of the
Emperor's continued amity and good faith,
and the diplomatic propositions, down to
and including the application to President
McKINLEY to mediate. Al the official news
that is manifestly false, or reasonably open
to suspicion, or calculated to mystify the
clvilized world and induce friction between
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GER to decelve the United States (iovern-
ment, the conclusion {8 that not a single
communication coming through Shanghal
into Minister Wr's hands can be trusted,
no matter whether it purports to emanate
from the Tsung-li-Yamen officially, and no
matter whether it {s stamped all over
with KwaNG-8U's august seal. Deception
once proved, the taint is on everything
that Minister Wi produces at the State
Department. It is not his honesty and good
faith that are in question: he Is only iIn
Washington; he is neither at Shanghai nor
at Pekin.  Forall that Mr. WU knows, there
may be utter anarchy at Pekin, or a mili-
tary usuper in tho place of his Sovereign,
and SHENG may be exercising in his own
person, and in the interests of revolution,
the functions of the Tsung-li-Yamen and of
the whole Imperial Government with which
this nation is in relations,

We understand that Mr. Wu says that the
Conger cipher despatch did not pass
through the hands of SugNa. How can he
know that? How can he be sure of any-
thing that is going on in China if he has
been made the innoocent agent of fraud and
falsification at the other end of the cable in
the matter of the attempt to get word di-
rectly from Mr, CONGER?

The Calamityites.

The Richmond Times, which finda little
or nothing to love in Bryanism, discovers
one thing “ especlally gratifying”® in the
Kansas City platform. That is that “ there
{8 no calamity howlin it. In 1808 we were
told that the country was going to the dogs
and that nothing could save the trade of
the country from ruin except the opening
of the minta to the free coinage of silver.”

The Kansas City platform tells the coun-
try exactly this. It reaffirms and indorses
the Chicago platform, which declares that
monometallism * has locked fast the pros-
perity of an industrial people in the paraly-
sis of hard times.” According to this same
Chicago platform, and consequently accords
ing to the Kansaa City platform, the Act
of 1873 “has resulted In the appreciation
of gold and a corresponding fall in the
prices of commodities produced by the
people, a heavy increase in the burden
of taxation and of all debts, public and
private, the enrichment of the money-
lending class at home and abroad, pros-
tration of industry and impoverishment
of the people.”

There is more calamity howl {1 the plat-
form of 1000 than in the platform of 1898,
for to all the ululations of the latter have
been added the new screams about im-
perialism and Trusta. According to the
Kansas City lament the country is not only
going to the dogs but to the demnition
bowwows,

The Richmond Timea forgeta that the
Kansas City platform is the Chicago plat-
form plus other insanity. In the Demo-
cratle view prosperity is still locked and
can only be opened with a silver key.

The Fire Loss of 18090,

According to the " Fire Tables * issued
annually by the Chronicle, the organ of the
{nsurance busineas, the year 1890 was the
greatest for fire waste and insurance losses
for twenty-five vears, with the exception
of 1803. The total property loss in the
vear last past amounted to $153,507,830,
of which $43,522,835 were due to fires caused
by exposure to other original fires. In
1803, the most wasteful yvear recorded, the
figures were resapectively $167 544,370 and
$47,497,624.

There were 105,342 firea during 1809, as
compared with 84,082 in 1808 and 74,740 in
1897; the average losses last year were
only $2,028 as against $1.888 in 1898 and
$2,088 in 1807. The insurance loss per fire,
however, averaged higher than for three
years precading.

A brief study of the tables showing the
causes of fire in 1809, indicates that the
chief causes which have supplied more
fires last year than in 1898 were: defective
flues, stoves and stove plpes, electric wires
and lights, sparks, explosions of gas and
natural gas, exposure to burning property,
tramps, and defectivea heating apparatus,
Looking over the tables that set forth the
losses by classes of risks, some rather
curious facta are discovered. For instance:;
47 bath houses were damaged by fire last
yvear, with a property loss of $51,075, and
an insurance losa of $18,815. These figures,
by the way, show that the insurance
loss is sometimes vastly different from the
property loss. For the year, the property
loss was as said--$153,507,830; the insur-
ance loss amounted to a little more than
60 per cent. of the property loms, or about
$02,000,000,

Retnrning to the table of classes of risks,
one bee hive {8 to be noticed; it was in
Colorado, was set on fire bz' an incendiary,
and suffered a property loss of 8300, and
no insurance loss. Three carrousels were
damaged, one in Massachusetts, two In
this State; in Oregon one Chamber
of Commerce was damaged $100, which
the insurance companies had to pay;
605 churches were burned, the insurance
loss on which was about one-half of the
property loss; two dry docks were damaged
to $11,000, all of which fell on the companies;
three Government buildings were injured
90 worth owing to cigar stubs and
matches being thrown away still lighted;
and 101 grain flelds suffered about three
times as much damage as the companies
had to pay for,

The loss of $21,500 in fire at twelve lumber
camps fell wholly on the owners; the com-
panies paid $3,100 out of a loss of $4,200 in
two macaroni factories which were burned
in 1809; and paid no part of the $200
fira loss incurred by two menageries.
Four peanut factories got half of their
property loss back; there were 182 theatre
fires, involving a loss of $789,910, of which
$444,410 fell on the companles.

Children playing with fire caused ninety-
one fires last year; tobacco in the form of
cigars and cigarettes caused 912 electrio
wires and lights, 750, and boilers and en-
gines, 387. There were 6,744 incendiary
fires; 2,700 fires caused by lightning; 1,235
caused by spontaneous combustion: six
due to the sun's rays on A milk can, on a
tin roof and through window glass; while the
causes of 13,127 fires were not discovered.

The largest fire of the year wasin Novem-
ber last in Memphis; it caused an approx-
imate property loss of 1,385,105, The
largest in this city was that of the Windsor
Hotel, which caused a loss of $857,175.
There were more fires in July last year
than in any other month; but the record of
twenty-flve years puts December as the chief
month for fires, with July a poor second.

| New York State, however, had more fires in
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February than in any ‘other month of the
year covered by these tables,

In summarizing the causes of fires and
losses for a number of years back, it appears
that the principal cause of fire in boarding
houses {8 defective flues; book stores suffer
from matches, butcher shopsa from in-
cendiarism, churches from the same cause,
clubhouses from defective flues, crockery
stores from lamp explosions, hotels and
dwelling houses from defective flues, oil
tanks from lightning, railroad bridges
from locomotive sparks, schoolhouses
from incendiarism, and theatres from the
same cause. Spontaneous combustion Is
held apparently responsible for many
fires, and matches for many others. A table
on fires caused by electricity shows that the
development of electrical work has increased
the number of fires from 38 in 1887 to 760 in
1889, and the total value of the property
burned from $681,030 in the first year to
$6,428,805 in 1809. Incidentally appears here
the fact that precautions are taken to pre-
vent fire, us the average loss has diminished
greatly. The * Chronicle Fire Tables * are
very businesslike, the figures found there
are accepted as officlal, and the deductions
are the frult of experience.

Vartag.

The sclence of shipbuilding is to-day so
perfected among the American, English,
French and (German nations that the ship-
yard which receives an order to bulld a
craft to beat all others of its class will
launch what is wanted with almost absolute
surety. The yard whose fortune it has been
to receive such an order last {s the CrRaMPS’,
in Philadelphia, the cruiser built f or Russia,
the Variag, being the result. On Wednea-
day in her trial on the regular course off
New England, she logged for a time the
foaming gait of 246 knots, covering ten
miles at 24.22. There is no boat like her
for speed. Our Minneapolis, the queen
of American flyers, is now in the second
class. Inarmament the Variag differs froma
first-class battleship only in the lack of
12-inch guns and in armor. She carries
twelve 68-inch guns, the standard broad-
sides of a battleship of to-day.

This Is an extraordinary season for the
appearance of fast steamers. The Ham-
burg-American Deutschland has just logged
23 knots across the Atlantic, the French
ILine's Lorraine, which will be seen on this
side of the water next month, has shown
a sustained speed of 22 knota on her trial,
the Variag has made her remarkable demon-
stration, and the British torpedo boat
deatroyer Viper, driven by a steam turbine,
has shown better than 87 knots,

This leads us to ask why in this land of
unrivalled inventive energy the steam
turbine is not under vigorous investigation
and experiment in many places, so that
ita extraordinary possibilities may be
developed in the quickest possible time?

When we look on the turbine, driving
ships by continually lifting the ponderous
and racking welghts of a reciprocating
engine seems barbarous.

The Tariff.

If any Gold Democrats are atill hesitating
to follow the banner of honest money on
account of their faithfulneas to the old
Democratic principle of a tariff for revenue
only, they should consider the tariff plank
adopted at Kansas City,

In the Kansas City tariff plank, which
declares that " the tariff laws should be
amended by putting the producta of trusts
upon the free lists to prevent monopoly
under the plea of protection,” there is
nothing of the doctrine that Constitution-
ally a tariff can be levied for revenue only.
The Republicans are no more arbitrary
about the tariff than the Democrata.

The overshadowing issue for Americans
to consider is the financial issue, in which
the Republicans are for the honest payment
of the national debt and the Democrats are
for repudiation,

We advise the great Anti-Trust Party and
General Destroyer of Corporations to look
after the labor organization known as the Bir-
mingham Trad»s Council, of Alabama. Accord-
ing to the Rirmingham Newas, here is the
preambla of a resolution recently passed by
that body:

""Whereas, we regard all corporations as organisa-
tions of like character to our own,'* &e.

What hnf the Bryan Trust to say to thia?

The nomination on the Fusion ticket of the
Hon, Davin MARTIN, a Populist who doesn't
love raflroids or cravat: for Associate
Justics of the Kansas Supreme Court, was a
triumph for the Hon. ANNTE L. Diaos, State
Iibrarian and stateswoman. An agreement
had been made at Topeka and the Democrats
were to have the nomines for Assooclate Justice,
but the Hon. Mrs. D16as led the Martin fcrees
and smashed the slate.

A Virginia poet contributes to the Atlanta
Conatitution some affecting Bryanite verses. A
sample:

* Down with Trusts and corporations!
Down with nepotism, too!
Down with oligarchal nations
Where the rulers are the few:"

This is well intentioned, but scarcely equal to
the cry of ABEL BINKENZOOPER, the Silver
Singer of the Ozarke:

* Perish base materialiam,
Born of greed that rots and rustst
Perish red imperialiam,
And the people-chatning Trusts!™
e e

The ‘‘Hell”” of Rallroading.

From the Army and Naey Jowrnal.

We have in the Philippines in round figures 63,000
troops. Casuaities among them in like proportion to
thoss among raliroad employees, as reported by the
Interstate Commerce Commissioners, would give for
the year 408 killed and 5,727 wounded. or a total of
8,133. The actual total for the year, based on the
average of the number for twenty-three months, is
1,640, From this calculation It appears that the risk
to life or Iimb among tralnmen on the raliroads In the
United States s nearly four times as great as among
the soldiers in the Philippines.

The total of killed and wounded In the British Army
in South Africa up to July | was, In round fgurea,
15,000. The easualties among raliroad employees
alone in & year were iwo and a half times as many.
The casualties on the rallroads In the United States
exceeded the total number of persons killed and

ded In the Philippl and South Afriea, Includ-
ing Americans, Filipinos, British and Boers. [n a
communication to the Senate, June 2, Secretary Root
stated that the killed and wounded among forces In
the Philippines from the day of occupation up o May
24 was 2,620 and among the Filipinos 12,8A4, as
nearly as could be ascertained. Adding to thege the
British killed and wounded In South Afriea, 15,000,
gives a total of 30,504, as compared with the total of
81,743 killed and wounded In raliroad accidents
This leaves a margin of 21,230 to cover the Boer
killed and wounded, who probably do not amount to
5,000, and any Filipino casualities not reported  Here
I8 an excellent text for a sermon on “‘the hell”” of rafl-
roading

——————
The Century for August contalns what one Jooks
for in any number of this magazine a frontisplece
by T. Cole, something by Dr. Welr Mitehell, and con-
fributions by other friendly hands. A “Storm and
Stress' story by & new wriler begins, Sir Walter Be-
sant sollioquizes over East London while Mr. Pennell
draws pictures of the bulldings; Mr. Burroughs
describes a summer holiday In Alaska; Maurice
Thompson goes into the woods with his bow and
arrows; there are two dialect storfes; another install-
ment of Mr. Morley's life of Cromwell; and an aseouns
of the New York Aquarium with excellent colored
Illustrations of the rarer treasures therein.
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THE CHINESE SITUATION.

There would seem no longer any reason to
doubt that the present situation in China s
the outcome of a determination to recover the
control of their own affairs which has been
gradually slipping out of the hands of the Chi-
nese since the middle of the century, and it is,
moreover, now quite evident that that deter-
mination s, in the widest sense of the term,
& national one, The reports coming in from
all parts of the Empire show that it only re-
quires a word from the controlling power 1o
make the conflagration general, but the word
will not be given until the concentration of
troops and war material at certain important
polnts now actively golug on is completed. That,
according to trustworthy tnformation, will re-
quire some little time yet, Meanwhile, us
the time for action approaches the signs of
discord among the various Powers increase,
the alms of some of them belng incompatible
with the views of others. ‘The action of the
British Government in bringiug into Parlia-
ment at the present juncture a bill prohibiting
the export of arms and war material, n which,
Mr. A. J. Balfour, speaking on behalf of the
Government, significantly pointed out that
coal was included, makes it evident that the
@eneral situation I8 uncertain, and that the
British Government is preparing for emergen-
cles, otherwise it would not have gone so far
in {nterfering with the course of trade at a
moment when it has every reason for leaving
it as unrestricted as possible.

The reports from Manchuria point to a gen-
eral rising and interruption of the completion of
the Russlan rallway. The working parties on
the section between Tsitsihar and the Siberian
frontier have been driven to take refuge at
Zuruchaltui thefrontier post, but itisfeared that
the foroe which was on the uncompleted section
between Tielln, north of Mukden, and Harbin
which appears to be the Russian name for Kirin,
has, together with Its protecting guard, beon
annihilated. The families, however, are sald
to have been previously sent to Harbin, toward
which Russian troops are being hurried up the
Sungarl River, and by road from Nikolskoi
north of Vladivostok, The trouble on the Amur
at Blagovestchenak seems about ended, and was
probably never very serious, 1t should not be
long before the Russians are masters of the sit-
uation in central Manchuria and of the railway
line from the Sungari to Port Arthur, the most
vital part of their southern communications in
view of the possibllity of the disturbance spread-
ing over the frontier into Corea. Their patrols
are keeping watch on the Yalu River for
ha purpose of guarding against such a con-
tingenoy.

IN SOUTH AFRICA.

The British advance eastward from Pre-
toria, which appears to ba taking the roads
to the south of the railway line, after encoun-
tering some little opposition from the Boers
about six miles south of the Balmoral station
pushed on, and part of it was expected to cross
the Olifants River at Naauw Poort about
twenty miles southwest of Middelburg on
Wednesday. Across the Olifants River the
advance of this foree will probably continue
ita eastward movement while the main body
pushes on direct to Middelburg, the object
being to turn the flank of the Boer positions
which are reported to be very strong. At
the same time it threatens the northerly retreat
of any commandos that may be still lingering
near the rallway from laings Nek. The
advance of Gen. Carrington from Rhodesia
into the north of the Transvaal has been al-
ready announced, and his force has had some
skirmishing with the Boer commando which
was sent north about three months ago, but
no important result has been reported.

In the country south of Bathlehem in the
Free State the British are endeavoring to make
a more effective hlockade of the mountains
from where Gen. De Wet broke out last week
on his present raid. Nome stiff fighting is said
to have taken place, and the last report from
Tord Roberts represented the burghers as
practically surrounded,

The hoycott which har been organized
against British goods and the traders who have
supported the imperialist policy of the British
High Commissioner in the Cape Colony, is de-
seribed in latters from thers as becoming every
day mora effective. Tha Duteh and other
anti-imperialist  Afrikanders are
rigidly to their determination to restrict their

bhusinssa relations with their opponents, with |

the result that the Iatter are suffering severely
in their private interests,

Street Mausie.

To THE EDITOR OF THER SUN-Sir' | am
surprised to see that THR SUN advocates a continu-
ance of the hand organ nuisance, but 1t is probable
that his evening hours are apent In the peaceful and
classie shades of THE SUN editorial sanctum, and
that the hand-organ Is with him a theory and not a
condition. If he would spend a single week In the
neighborhood where | reside he wou'd not only advo-
eate the suppression of his alleged musical Instru-

ment, but “emphatically and appealingly” seek (ts
extermination.

As T write this number #/z |s grinding away on the
block while faint sounds i the distance indicate that
number seven I3 impending - and there {3 still plenty
of ime for several more to show up before the stoops
are deserted  Thia (s about the usual evening pro
gramme hereabouts and there Is seldom a minute be.
tween 6 and 10 o'cloek when al least one instrument
is not Infileting coon songs and rag time atrocitles
on the neig hborhood

The hand organ business s nverdone and becomes
a nulsance, and this by men who, as a class, eannot
offer the qualifieation of eltizenship for the privileges
they tak» advantace of. Instead of supporting the
hand organ why should not THE SUN direct s In
tel'igence and 1ts Influence to the suppression not only
of this, but of all other unnecessary noises. which are
multiplying so rapidly and which form =uch a promi-
nent element in the exhausting straln of city life.

NEW YORK, July 24, W.FH

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Iheartlly
foin In your protest against suppressing the hand
organs, even though most of them are disecordant,
They are a pleasure to 100 many who have litile

enough pleasure of any sort. and we who don't enjov
them can surely endure them for the sake of those
'3?'?‘:' . A SYMPATHIZRR,

From a ' Kar Kurve Kicker.”

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN~Sir' It has
been demonstrated that the Metropolitan ears ean be
run slowly around curves. There are two curves,
however, where they swing the cars atound at such
speed as to imperil the rafety of passengers. The
curves are at Broadway and Fifty third street, and
Fifty third street and Columbua avenue. That they
can go around these curves slowly Iy frequently dem-
onstrated when vehlcles unexpectedly obstruet the
track. This morning 1 boarded ear 809; condu
424, at Ninety first strert. At Columbus avenue :‘:5
Fifty-third street the passengers were only saved
lmnmbdnl thrown down by grabdbing hold of one
another.

The gripmen are apparenily growing more careless
about these curves, and sooner or later suficient dam-
ages may te awarded the sufferers to compel the com-

any (o atiend tothe maiter, but we can no longer

lleve any statements that they cannot go sfow
472410 ihe 1edecent srowding by permin
8 to the indecent crowding by permiitin ssen.
era (0 «ﬂnd in fropt of others In opvn'upr.a. the
rd of Health could and should have long ago
stopped 1t as & menace to pu“le health, fol no
reputable sanitarian would deny the fact that itisa

menace.
Help usin this kiek. K K K, M D

The Late States Rights.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: n the last
quinquennial catslogue of the Harvard Law Sehool
11find that States Rights Gist, who registered from
Unlon District, South Carolina, graduated in the
class of '32and was subsequently killed in battle on
the Confederate side CC.M,

NORTHPORT, L. L

Penngylvanian Shores of the Hudson.
From (ke London Sketch.

Those who are acquainted with New York-and
many thousands of our own countrymen are nowa-
days—remember what splendid docks these Hoboken
docks are, siretehing far along the Pennsylvanian
abore of the Hudson, from the famous Statue of Lib.
erty In New York harbor. Across the river, and
facing these Hoboken doeks, is the teeming elity of
New York, with lis multigarious enterprises and en-
tertainments affording occupation for nativesof nearly

A overy nation under the sun. Bisecting, asit were, the

tongue-shaped beginning of New York city and State,
Is the famous Broadway, stretehing from the Battery
up toward Central Park, six miles away. Just across
the other river, which sealled the Sound. Is Long
Istand, with Sandy Hook jutting out Into the harbor
opposite & promontory of the Pennsylvanian shore
bere facing the Atlantle. Long Island s connected
with New York by the famous Brooklyn Bridge, lead-

B0 "the City of Charches "

adhering |

ANERICAN UNION.,

Organization of the Natlonal Coatinental
Unlon League,

The New York Kxrpansionist for August prints
the following letter glving interesting informa-
tion regarding the formation of the National
Continental Union League:

“To THE EDITOR OF THE EXPANSIONINT- Sir;
After 1 determined to attempt to organize a
National Continental Unlon League, 1 drafted
a declaration for those to sign who desired to
become moembers, and then stralghtway called
upon that grand American, th> Hon. Charles A,
Dana, for counsel.

The vast problem of continental union In all
1ts brarings and aspects was one in which Mr
Dana had long been intensely interested, and
to which hs had given mature consideration.
After reading the declaration 1 had prepared,
and suggesting some alteration¢, which were
cheerfully accepted, he gave the movement
without reserve the weight and influence of his
great personallty.

A typawritten ¢ py of the revised declaration
was made, snd then he wrote his name under
it, and thus became the first member of the
National Continental Union league, and the
Hon. William 1.. Strong, ex-Mayor of New York,
became the second member. The declaration
was afterward somewhat modifled to meet the
views of Prof. Goldwin Smith, Mr, Andrsw Car-
negle, the Hon. Honore Mercler, the Hon. An-
drew H. Green and Major-Gen. James H. Wil-
son.

The word ‘‘speaking' between the words

“English ocommunities’’ was written in the
declaration by the Hon. Willlam R. Grace when
hesigned {t. It wasa justand proper amend-
ment and therefore gladly adopted,

For twenty-five years I had resided in Canada,
and therefore was ustranger tothe persons
whose cofiperation {t was most desirable to se-
cure. The question arose at onoe in my mind,
How can [ gain aocess to the busy men whose
names will give character and force to the
movement? Mr. Dana promptly so'ved that
rrohlem by consenting (o give me letters of in-
trodnetion to all the perzonsupon whom I desired
to call. Typewritten coples were prepared and
Mr. Dana signed them. He attached his signa-
ture to not less than three thousand such let-
ters, addressed to persons in New England,
New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Marviand,

Distrigt of Columbia and Virginia, Upon mny
first day's canvass for members the question
was frequently asked me: “Who will con-

sent 1o accept the Presidwney of the leagus
when vou are ready to organize?’’ ‘I'hat prob-
lem Mr., Dana also solved by consenting to
accent the leadership of the movement a« its
chiel execntive officer and responsible head
Armed with a package of lotters of introdur-
tion, and with the authority to say that Mr.
Dana would accept the Presidency of the
league, we had no difienlty 11 obtaining the
signatures of thes most inflnential men in1he
States canvassed. Mr. Dana’s letter« always
secured me a kind ieception and patient
hearing from the parties to whom they were
nddressed. Althoush he bad defeated Prosident
Harrison for reclection on the Force bill isane,
no one ever questioned the genu n*ners of his
Americanism. The signnture: of the seven
hundrad members were all obtained bv per-
sonal application. with one or two exc*ptions.

From the beginning the league has been
strictly non-political, the membership being
esqually divided between the Democratic and
Rapublican partie«

Mr. Dana not only gav> the league the
weight of his personality and his counel, but
contribut>d toward the expenses of obtalning
the signatures nearly 8000, and, in addition,
gave me thonsands of copies of THE 8N, con-
faining articles on Continental Union, for
distribution in this country and Canada, with-
out charge

The position which Mr. Dana was to have
taken, if his life had been spared. has been
scoeptad by his only son, the Hon. Paul Dana,
oditor-in-chief of | HE SUN. Under his Jeader-
nhlr the National Continental Union League
will undertake to solve the problem for which it
was orzanized, namely, the complete emancipa-
tion of this hemisphere and all of {ts destinies

from European domain, dominion  and control.
FraxcI® WAYLAND GLEN,
r The Price of Milk, >

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—-Sir: THE EVEN-
ING SUN of this evening, {n an article on the recent
small advance of the price of milk 10 the farmers,
quotes a wholesale dealer as saying:

““There are many attempts made to ralse the price
of milk when there is no real necessity forit, The
farmers get together, and, after telling each other
thelr troubles, decide that it Isabout up tothem to
push up the price of milk a fraction of a cent The
lirge dealrrs, rather than make any tronble humor
them and pay a few cents more for A 40-quart can,
The consumers neser feel the raise, as the large deal-
ers can affcrd to sell at the same price, though a small
fraction of their profits Is eut off '*

Here s the fact about the New York milk market in
A very few words: The price of milk that is paid to
¢ farmers whose produet comes to New York ety is
fixed, not by any law of supply and demand, but by
An arbitrary body known as the Milk Exechange.
This eorporation s not a real exchange such as the

Stock and Produce pxchangesare.  That 1s, 1t doea
not buy and sell milk. Tis sole business is to fix the
piice of milk to be paid to the farmers by the very men
whofix it A lerge maj ity of the directors ot the
exchangeare men who buy milk from the farmers
and retall It in New York eity and Hrooklyn, Itis
easy 1o give their nam*s. Jhe exchange has a
capita! now, I think, of §25,000  This capital is not
employed In the milk busi‘ness, but s deposited with
a trusi company, and th» Interest nm"ﬂ’- the only
Ineo>me of the exchange as sueh. But It paysits
?u-mbmu well. Thvr get from A 1o 10 cents a quart
or the milk they sell, as th{r customers know, and
they dx the price they shall pay to sult themselves,
‘l;;; Is the price they allowed the farmers during

January, 214 cente per quart; February, 23 cents;
March. 2 centa; April, 2 cents: May, 18 {n 14 cents:
June, 1% cents: July, 18; tn 2 cents; August, 2 cents:

September, 214 conts: October, 214 to 2% cents; Nov
ember, 3 cents: December, 3 centa

The statement about the farmers “getting together'
and putting up the price 1s ridiculous. They have
burne the dietation of this Milk Fxchange for yvears
with only home protests, bheeanse it Is almost im-
nossible for farmess to “'get together.” Prices even
lower than those of 1800 ruled {n the preeeding years.
with feed high, and no surplus sunply. It has been
no uneommon tring for this exchange to meet and
put down the price, asin the spring@ of 1800, even
when the supplv was short and the pasture badly
rflected by drought, simp'y heesuse they had been in
tbe habit of making a reduction at that time. These
are the men whos® opininns are obtained by the re-
::mru when anything {s wanted about the price of

During the last year an eflort bas been making by
someof the farmers who supply New York to get a
responsibie company to take their milk, deliver it to
customers on business princip'es, which will include
cconcmy of service and strictly pure mlik, and pay
the farmers the fraction of a cent more per quart
which means a 1ving profit to them. This project
has not been earried out so far, but {t is under favora-
ble diseussion stlll. This Is the misnamed “milk
trust” that some of the papers have decried. In the
diseussion of this rrnjm it has b*en shown that
enough farmers will refuse to send their milk to the
clty at Milv Exehange prices of the past to affect the
Aupply. and this has been the cause of the slight in
crease «f summer pries hyotho exchange, not any
reeognition of (he cost of produetion. The dealer
quoted 13 right In saying that the consumer will not
feel the rise, A JERSEY MILK PRODUCER,

Petition Against the War in South Africa.

TO THE EDITOR OF THR SUN-Sir: The war
In South Africa has now been going on for nearly a
year with the prospeet of anothsr year or two In the
background.

With such a state of things confronting us, Ithink
some kind of a protest should be forwaided to the
English Government from every eivillzed community.
You are Invited to publish this appral 10 the public
for atleast one week, In order to get as many signa-
tures as possible. ¥

A commitiee of well-known men will go to Fngland
and present this protest to the Engliah Government
should a sufficient number of signatures be received
You may think that this will hot stop the war, and
you may be right, but it will perhans put the nation's
gll:lpproul on record, which morally |s worth & great

L

Please cut out and sign the allﬁ below and send
G. EMIl. HessE,

it to
July 28, 33 Broadway, New York,

I hereby strongly protest against the war In
Africa and respeetfully ask the English ﬂonr:mm
to aceept the overtures for peace cfisred by the two
republics as well as by Presfdent Ilrlanhy.

The Lady Poet of the Rockies.

From the Denvsr Evening Pogt,
Miss Popsie McSwat of Lost Creek sends in
graphle word picture of “Morning on lﬁ‘::h." -
The sun-lips kiss the smiling earth with love s im-

rl\mm";
Tbn: bbubh ing waters at my feet flow on with merry
ib,
The brindle calf scarce three days old with wonderful
precocity
(‘ornLn Its mamma ‘gainst & rock 1o get (s morning

g
The breetes monkey with the pines with rude fa-
millarity
And (1kewise ‘monkey with the hair I frizzled out
Tm":};"n:“' teh
n seratehes up a worm, h
Christian eharlty, ’ risaiphaindb
Calls up the chick'ets which she thinks are yet too
young Lo wean.
‘!‘hvl "ll‘l.t All the morning alr with rude soprano bel.
owings,
T{x‘:‘old horse at the pleket rope In restless manner
.,
And down the sinuous old creek the meadow lark with
yellow wings
Hops through the mazes of the grass in seareh of

hapless bugs.
to win the poet's thoughts from

Ah! 'tis a seene
And tend Them fo the nere
m
8 Toge realm w folks go visiting

TWENTIETH CENTURY STEAMSHIPS,

Bigger and Faster Than Anything Now
Afloat.

From the Scientific American.

Great as the development of the fast Atlantis
steamship has been in the closing years of th)
ninetesnth century the present indications are
that in size, speed, and above all in economy of
performance each successive vossel in the
opening years of the twentieth century will
continue to show the same all-round improve-
ment over (18 predecessors,

By the courtesy of the Vulcan Iron Works,
Stettin, the build»rs of the Deutschland, and of
Mr. Emil L. Boas, the general manager of the
Hamburg-Amerlcan Company, we are enabled
to give further particulars of the performance
of this vessel, both on her trial trip and on her
malden Atlantic voyage. On the long distauce
deep-sea tr.al, from the mouth of the Oder to

the mouth of the Elbe, the mean indieated
horse power was 35,200,  On the run from
Plymouth to New York the average indicated
h_urw power for twentv-four hours was 84,200,
The merit of this performance is greatly on-
hanced by the fact that the total consumntion
of fuel for the twenty-four hours was 550 tons,
which works out at the remarkably low figure
of 1.5 pound« per horse-power hour

The low consumption of fuel {s attributed by
the builders largely to the Howden svstem of
forced dravght with which the Deutschiand
Is fitted. The draugh!, befora entering the
furnace, passes around a nest of tubes through
which the hot furnace gases are drawn on their
wav to the smokestacks, the draught entering
the furnaces after lowering the temperature of
the uptake batween 200 and 300 degrees.  As to
the possib.lities of the future, it is probable that
the Deutschland, by the time these lines are
before our readers, will have exceeded the
east ward record, of which the average spesd,
made by the Kaiser Wilhelm, stands at 228
knote. [The Deutschland averaged 33 knota
for her return pasage to Plymouth.]

That the Atlantic steamship will conyinue to
frow in slze and nrmd {s suggested by tha
hree great ships which are now being bullt,
two of them at the Vulean yards, Btettin, for
the North German Llnyd Company. and one by
Hariand & Wolff, at Bellast, for the White Star
Line. The particulars of thesa vessels are here-
with tabulated in comparison with those of re-
cent Atlanticliners.

I

-
i

u; poads

:~
Kalser WIL'm(N. G. Lloyd 649 20,000 28,000(22'4

Oceanle. ... . |White Star . 704 28,500 28,000 2014
Deutschland. . [HamburgAm. 886 23,000 34,200

_up wibusy
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Kronprine .. IN. G. Lloyd /880 21,500 32,000/23
K. W mrlmll.ir\' G, Lloyd. 1705 26,000 38 100(2314
Unnamed. .. (White Star .. 750 32,000, (% 3

The North German Lloyd Companv will first
placa in service a ve-sel, the Kronprinz,
which in size will come between the Kalser
Wilhelm and the Deutschland, and in sp-ed
will eqnal the latter. She will be 880 feat long,
of 21,500 tone displacement. and is to show a
wea apeed of 23 knots with 82,000 horse power
The other vessel, 10 be known as Kaiser Wi}-
helm I1., is to be 705 feet long, of 28,00) tons dis-
placement. with an indicated horse power of
38 000 and is to maintain a sea speed of 23\
kno's. The North German Llovd Company
have not favored the use of superheated forced
draught; but if, as is not unlikely, they ara
moved by the economical steaming of the
D=utschland to substitute forced for natural
draught we shall expect to see this vesesl
average 24 knots after she has been a few
monthsin cervice,

The hm‘e vessel which fs now baing bullt at
Belfast will probably not be any faster than tha
Oceanic, althouch she will crenllf exceed her
in size. Sheis to be about 50 feet longer and 5
fest broadar, with 8,500 tons increase in dis-

lacement on a draught of 32 feat 8 inches. Her
ength on deck will thus be 750 feet, beam 73
fent, and displncement 32,000 tons. In the ab-
rence of Any statement to the contrary, how-
wver, the public will ba curfousto know whethor
th* Helfast fAirm will be instructad to place sy -
ficient ena ne power in her to make her tha
swiltest as well as the largest of ocean liners.

SHIRT WAIST NAN.

Progress of a Summer Revolution,

From the Richmond Times.

Everybody favors the Shirt-Walst Club {n Rieh-
mond, and there {s little doubt but that it 1 destined
to become a reality. The organization hastaken on
some form, and a movement (s now on foot to get the
style started. All who are willing to adopt the styls
are requested 1o leave their names at Branoh Allen's,
916 Fast Main street. aoma time during to-day or to-
morrow, as the Shirt-Walst Clud s to turn out in full
fores on Thursday morning. By leaving your nams
on asllp of paper at the above placs you agres to dis-
card the coat during the hot weather, between (he
hours of 8 A. M. and 7 P. M. These alips were placed
at the store yesterday afternoon after 8 o'clock, and
within the next hour fifteen members in good stand
ing were enrolled.

The club Is being pushed along by some of ths
most prominent soclety and business men in the
city.

Many of the clothing stores, seeing the wave of ap-
proval for the new style, have ordered belts and shirts
that will be just the proper thing.

From the Baltimore Sun,

The “coatless’ men of the Chamber of Commerce
were again defeated yesterday, and In consequence
coats will continue to be worn upon the floor of the
exchange.

During the torr!d weather 1ast week beat reflected
from neighboring tin roofs was greatly complained
of by & number of members, who got up a petition $o
the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors re-
questing that members be given permission to go
without coats between 11 A. M. and 2:13P. M. This
request was denied.

The advocates of “‘coatleas comfort' got mad, but
were not discouraged. Yesterday another petition 1o
the same effect, signed by over seventy five members,
was presented to the Executive Committee. As before,
the request was dented.

This second decislon made the petitioners a great
deal warmer than the weather. Mr. P, Clay Timanu!
chairman of the Egecutive Committee, sald 1t was
thought best In order to preserve the dignity of a
large and Important organization of business men to
deny the request, “If It were granted,'’ he sald, *“there
is no telling where Innovations would stop. '

From the Cineinnati Commereial-Tridune,

The junction of the shirt and trousers cannot bs
made to look llke the smooth meeting plaes of the
skirt and the shirt walst. There are physiological
diculties that cannot be overcome. A man dressed
in accordance with the suggestions will look fust as
uneouth as formless woman without a eorset, Com-
fort can be secured, but not brauty of contour,

Fromthe Birmingham N ews.

The subject of the shirt waist for men {s certainly
one which would seem to demand serlous eonsidera-
tion atleastin the large cities where the'mortality is
very great as aresult of theexcessive heat

From the Richmond Dispatch.

Anent the discussion upon the question of coat or
no during the dire heat of the summer, we feel im-
pelled by common honesty to say that a man of good
figure appears well enough In business quartersin
his inegligee) shirt sleeves, while one who has been
seantlly endowed with symmetry appears ata disad-
vantage.

By some this may be regarded as a cruel observa-
ton to make just now. Butnotso. Men are not sup-
posed to care much about their personal appearanee,
and few of them are aware thattheir forms lack sught
of the perfect mould.

#rom (he Boston Transeript.

Glve thr busiuess man his shirt waist, by all means,
this hot summer of averagss awry and nearly all rec-
ords broken. But before he gets 100 familiar w''h
that style of comfortable clothing and meditates ex-
tensive varliations on the theme, let us decree at once
no lace effects, nor open work, nor embroldery or the
Iike shall ever be used by bim.even if it does in theory
if not In reality conduee to his coolness. Sueh adorn-
Ing should never have found a place on the shirt
walst of woman - the out-and-out shirt walist for wear
with tallor-made sults—but they got a foothold and
then of. course some following—not o Inelusive, how-
ever, asitmight b'. There are some women who ses
ata glance the Ineongrulty of It. Such a tricked-out
shirt walst may look comfortable, It may be becoming
In a way, and It may be “‘pretty,’ but of “smartness’
1t hasn’t & trace.

Young Mea Not to Be Decelved.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir; Tammany
Hall has asserted that the question of the futura
of the young men s Involved In this campalgn
It says that trusts and monopolies wiil #liminate the
chanee for the young men of to-day of gaining an:
foottold as potent factors 1§ our commercial enter
prises of the future. And In order toamellorats the
condition of the young man, It gives v us & nos
trum which, If taken, would deterforats the youns
men’s chances to such a degree that they wou'd
come old in sorrow and remorse before they knew It

Tammany cannot deeeive the Intelligent young
man by his eant  Bryanism will be obliterated
through the effortaof the young men, these veif-same
young men to whom Tammany appeals for ibeir
vols JOARFN LEVY.
aNaw Yomrg, July 18
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